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PROTECTION AGAINST PESTS AMD DISEASES1
The question of producing cheaper fungicides, insecticides, fumigants
and appliances should be investigated. The control of pests of the
staple crops such as rice, wheat, jowar, cotton and sugar-canes can only
be achieved by organized efforts over wide areas. The staff available
for such control measures is very limited. A special plant protection
staff should be employed in every province.
With the increased use of organic manures, compost and green
manure, termites may multiply and prove a serious menace. It is
recommended that die' termite problem should receive special attention.
Fumigation of plants arriving in India from abroad is at present
carried out by the customs authorities. This work should be entrusted
to a special quarantine service consisting of trained personnel.
To ensure quick and simultaneous action against pests and diseases
a certain amount of compulsion is necessary. Legislation should be
introduced in all provinces for the purpose of enforcing the adoption
of preventive and control measures.
The biological control of pests is a matter which requires further
investigation, and support is given to the proposal of the establishment
of a biological research station.
Attention is drawn to the loss caused through the deterioration of
food-grains during storage. It is recommended that investigations now
being conducted by the Storage Directorate of the Food Department of
the Government of India and by the Imperial Council of Agricultural
Research should be vigorously developed.
Stress is placed upon the need for the eradication of deep-rooted
weeds such as kans and hariali by means of tractor ploughing. Investi-
gations into the eradication of the two noxious weeds, hyacinth and
lantana, should be continued.
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS AND MECHANIZATION2
There is scope for further improvement in agricultural implements.
Progress would be assisted by, first, the issue of an illustrated account
of the implements and farm equipment in use in India, and, secondly,
the establishment of a central museum containing a collection of such
implements.
One of the "urgent needs of agriculture in India is a reduction in
the enormous number of bullocks employed in farming operations.
The substitution of bullock by mechanical power appears to offer the
greatest possibility of effecting "this reduction.
In addition to being employed for agricultural operations in the
field, bullocks are also used for lifting water from wells, grinding corn
and crushing oil-seeds and sugar-cane. Some progress has been made
in the substitution of mechanical for bullock power in the latter
operations. It is recommended that all possible measures be taken to
encourage the use of mechanical power, particularly in areas where
cheap electric power is (or will be) available for these operations.
Several provincial and State Governments have placed orders for
tractors for employment in areas infested with deep-rooted weeds and
for the breaking-up of new land. These tractors should also be utilized
for conducting thorough and businesslike investigations into the whole
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